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Bangladesh:
Attorney General of Bangladesh has physically assaulted and verbally abused Advocate Rabindra Ghosh, President of HRCBM-Dhaka at the premises of the Supreme Court, Dhaka
Ensure Safety & Security: Bring the Criminals to Justice
Section 1: Background and Motives Behind the Attack
Since the October 2001 general election in Bangladesh that brought Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)- Jamat-E-Islam led coalition government of Prime Minister Khaleda Zia to power, a new wave of brutality and violence has been unleashed against the minorities, the Hindus, Budhists, Christians and tribal people. The violence against minorities has surpassed that of 1992. The violence range from gang rape and abduction of minor children to elderly women, brutality, murders, attack on temples, churches and orphanages, looting, land grabbing, eviction, forced conversion to Islam and death threat. 

Rabindra Ghosh was involved with HRCBM for a few years as the country coordinator and was later elected President of HRCBM-Dhaka, Bangladesh, to provide grass root humanitarian services to destitute minorities especially the gang-raped minority women and children in Bangladesh. Advocate Ghosh’s tireless humanitarian service to minorities, as well as, his campaign for protection of human rights had annoyed the present Government of Bangladesh and the coalition ruling parties’ lawyers at the Supreme Court Bar Association. 

On numerous occasions, Bangladesh Government tried to apprehend Advocate Rabindra Ghosh by tapping his phone and assigning intelligent service agents to monitor his movement and activities. At every attempt, the Bangladesh Government has failed to bring any charges against him and its attempt to undermine or thwart his involvement in humanitarian work. 

Failing to apprehend and stop advocate Ghosh’s human rights services at grass root level, the Government and the ruling party took other approach through some of its supporters at the Supreme Court Bar Association. As a result, a group of lawyers has manhandled Advocate Ghosh in the Supreme Court Bar Association building at different times and, verbally abused him. Some have also used racial slurs and ethnic insults against advocate Ghosh. 

In one major incident in July 01, 2002, Advocate Ghosh experienced punitive threats, verbal abuse and manhandling when a group of lawyer assaulted him in front of the entire Supreme Court Bar Association and snatched away his video camera, cassettes and other documentary proof of minority oppression. 

Since then a case was filed at the local police station to recover his camera, videocassettes and to pursue justice through the due process of law by taking action against the lawyers involved in the misdemeanors and racial prejudice. 

No action resulted, however, from above and despite Mr. Ghosh’s subsequent meeting with the President of Bangladesh, an ex lawyer himself. Instead, the investigating officer appeared to be annoyed with the humanitarian services of Advocate Ghosh. 

Section 2: Physical Assault and Verbal Abuse of Mr. Ghosh by The Attorney General of Bangladesh

On November 20th, 2002, Advocate Rabindra Ghosh while attending court sessions, and having seen Mr. Md. Hasan Arif, the Attorney General of Bangladesh, approached him to briefly inquire about the status of his case of July 2002 and subsequently, ended up being assaulted by the Attorney General himself.

Here is the sequence of what happened according the email of the victim Advocate Rabindra Ghosh:

· Mr. Ghosh was attacked by Md. Hasan Arif, Attorney General of Bangladesh Supreme Court to day (November 20,2002) at about 11.30 a.m. in the Supreme Court premises while on duty at the court. 

· The incident took place while he was moving from Court room number 6 to 7.He saw Md. Hasan Arif talking with some other lawyers in the court-yard, and went up to him. 

·  Mr. Ghosh then inquired about the status of the recovery of his my video camera due to the incident took place on Ist of July, 2002 when a group of junior lawyers including an Assistant Attorney General Mr.Md.Jalal snatched away his video camera and which was not yet recovered from them.

· He had earlier requested him to take necessary steps to recover his video camera from the possession of Md. Jalal , a member of the Bar Association, because Md. Jalal  works under Md.Hasan Arif as an Assistant Attorney General  

· Mr.Arif became angry and replied that Mr. Ghosh’s allegation of snatching away of video camera has been disposed off in the dustbin or the toilet.

· Mr. Arif also shouted at Mr. Ghosh stating that he will file a case against him and that he will be prosecuted in the Bar Council

· Mr. Ghosh requested Md. Hasan Arif not to carry on shouting in the Supreme Court, but Mr. Arif carried on and verbally abused him in a very filthy language, in front of several lawyers and law clerks. 

· Mr. Ghosh also asked Mr. Arif whether his appeal for justice is being denied because of his religion. 

· Mr. Arif became more abusive with Mr. Ghosh and jumped over him and caught hold of Mr. Ghosh’s robe, and started to throw him on the ground.

· Soon thereafter, some of other lawyers present there intervened and saved Mr. Ghosh from further abuse and, prevented any serious injury to him.

· Mr. Ghosh then proceeded to the Chamber of Justice Mainur Reza Chowdhury, Honourable Chief Justice of Bangladesh Supreme Court at about 12.30 

· The Chief Justice was informed of the incident and he was kind enough to listen to his appeal and assured him that he will look into the matter.

· Subsequently, Mr. Ghosh  went to Mr. Md. Ozair Faruk, President of the Bar Association, and to the Secretary of Bar Association and filed a complaint stating all the facts and the circumstances under which those took place 

· He also informed the matter to other senior lawyers of Supreme Court Bar and they were given to understand that due to previous allegation by Mr. Ghosh against Md. Jalal, Assistant Attorney General, Mr. Arif bore a grudge against Mr. Ghosh, and thus dared to show such audacity for physical assault. 

· Mr. Md. Hasan Arif also was going to threaten Mr. Ghosh with arrest as he is a law officer of Bangladesh Supreme Court. 

· In the meantime Mr. Ghosh has been given to understand that Mr. Arif has gone to the Ministry of Home to make necessary arrangement for his arrest on false allegations.

· Mr. Ghosh fears that Mr. Arif will carry out his threats because Mr. Ghosh had already met with the Chief Justice of Bangladesh. And arrangements were made to inform the Press about the incident.
Section 3: Appeal to the Chief Justice of Bangladesh Supreme Court by Advocate Rabindra Ghosh  (Translated from Bengali) 


To: Chairman/Secretary,
Bangladesh Supreme Court Bar Association,
Ramna, Dhaka -1000

Subject: About the oppressive behavior of Attorney General of Bangladesh Supreme Court, Mr. Hasan Arif. 


Dear Sir,


The undersigned of this appeal is a member of the Bar Association of Bangladesh Supreme Court. I was also a member of the executive committee of the Bar association during 1995-1996. 

Today, November 20th, 2002 at 11:30 am, I approached the Attorney General Mr. Hasan Arif while crossing courtroom number 6 to bldg 7 along the corridor of the Supreme Court building, and appealed to him to recover my video camera and videocassettes and endow justice for the incident of July 1st, 2002. 

Once I appealed for the justice of the abovementioned incident, Mr. Arif replied with anger, “I have trashed your appeal in the dustbin, now you can go ahead and do whatever you can, remember I will punish you through bar association”.  Then I asked to Mr. Arif, “Is it that I was denied justice because of my religious belief”?  Once he heard me say this, Attorney General jumped on me holding my court robe by the collar shacking multiple times and then pushed me on the side. I was about to fall to the ground but a lawyer nearby caught me from falling there; otherwise I could have sustained a serious injury. 

This incident was witnessed by several senior lawyers of the bar association namely Barrister Rouckonuddin Mahmud and other lawyers. 

I at once reported it the Honorable Chief Justice of Bangladesh Supreme Court. He assured me that he would investigate it.

By the above-mentioned heinous incident, I have been publicly humiliated socially and feel unsafe in Supreme Court as well as outside. 

I do hereby appeal to your for justice.


Rabindra Ghosh, Advocate

Date: 11/20/02

Member of Supreme Court Bar,
President of HRCBM-Dhaka, Bangladesh                                  

Section 4: Urgent Action Demanded
· The Human Right Congress for Bangladesh Minorities (HRCBM) is deeply shocked at the attack on Advocate Rabindra Ghosh by the highest law enforcement officer of the country at the premises of the highest institution of Justice "Supreme Court". 

· We express our grave concern about the safety and security of Mr. Ghosh. The assault on him was in violation of all International norms on human rights.

· We urge you to immediately intervene and take appropriate action against the Attorney General of Bangladesh, Mr. Hasan Arif, for the assault on Advocate Rabindra Ghosh..

· HRCBM also demands for immediate protection to Mr. Rabindra Ghosh. 

· We urge that justice be served and all his documents, videos, video camera and personal properties snatched away previously be returned and the criminals punished.

· We urge that the laws of the land and a free democratic society must be implemented, communal harmony must be restored and basic human rights of all citizens enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights must be guaranteed. 

· The minorities must be protected.

APPEAL TO:
Honorable Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
Office of the Prime Minister
Gano Bhaban
Sher-e Bangla Nagar
Dhaka
Bangladesh
Telgrams: Prime Minister Zia, Dhaka
Bangladesh
Fax: 88028113243
Email: pmo@pmo.bdonline.com
Salutation: Dear Prime Minister or Hon'ble Prime Minister.

Honorable Law Minister, Barrister Moudud Ahmed
Law, Justice & Parliament Affairs
Fax: 880-2-8618557
Honorable Home Minister Mr. Altaf H. Choudhury
Fax number: 880-2-8619667(Minister), 880-2-8614788(Home Secretary)          

Mr. Mudabbir Hussain
Inspector General of Police
Police Headquarter
Fulbaria
Dhaka
Bangladesh
Telegrams: Inspector-General Huda
Fulbaria, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Fax: 88029563362
Salutation: Dear Sir

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY:
You may please fax or mail your appeal. 
Contact us at info@hrcbm.org for any question. 

